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INDIAIMPORTEDArecordvol
urne of palm oil in September, 
the highest ever in any single 
month since the country 
began shipping the commod
ity in 1966. There has also been 
a record shipment of edible oils 
during September 2021 
according to an industry body. 

As per the latest data 
released by the Solvent Extrac
tors Association of India (SEA), 
India imported 12.62 Iakh 
tonne of Palm Oil (iricluding 
RBD paimoIein,crude palm oil 

. (CPO), crude palm kernel oil 
during September 2021 as 
against 7.5 lakh tonne in 
August 2021," recording a 
growth of 68.24%. 

According to BV Mehta, 
executive director, palm oil 
imports at 12.621akb tonne is 
thehighestinanysinglemonth 
since the country began 
importing it. "Import of edible 
oils during September, 2021 
has set a new record shipment 
of16.981akh tonne in a single 
month.EarlierinOctober2015 
India had imported 16.511akb 
tonne,nhe said. 
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Indonesia and Malaysia 
are the major suppliers 
of RBD palmolein and 

CPO to India 

Therehasbeenasignificant 
jump in the importofRBD pal
molein from 1.871aKh tonne 
in August 2021 to 3.97 Jakb 
tonne in September 2021. 
India imported 8.44 lakh 
tonne of crude palm oil (CPO) 
in September 2021 against 
5.50 lakb tonne in August 
2021 and 19,896 tonne of 
CPKO (crude palm kernel all). 
Import of RBD palmolien also 
sharply increased quring 
August and September 2021 
due to the relaxation·in policy 
for import ofRBD palmolein 
with effect from July 1 . The 
overall import of RBD pal
molein jumped by over ~O 0/0 
and reported at 6.28 Iakh 
tonne in the first 11 months of 
the oil year 2020-21 (Novem
ber-October) as against 4 .16 
lakh tonne in the correspond
ing periol:l of the previous oil 
year, he said.lmport of RBD 
palmolein and RBD palm oil 
moved from ' restricted' to 
'free' categorywith effect from 

July 1 up to December 31. 
Indonesia .and Malaysia 

are the major suppliers of 
RBD palmolein and CPO ;to . 
India. During November-Sep
tember 2020-21, Malaysia 
exported 3 2.661akh tonne of 
CPO and 1.82 lakh tonne of 
RBD palmolein, foll.owed by 
Indonesia at 4.35 lakh tonne 
ofRBD palmolein and 32.3.1 . 
lakh tonne of CPO ~o 
India.The overall import of ' 
vegetable oils during Novem
ber-September 2020' 21 
stood at 124.70 lakh tonne as ~ 
against 122.571akh tonne in 
November-September 'Of 
2019- 20, up by 20,0.Tne· 
import of palm oil increased .' 
to 76.271akh tonne dur.ing 
November-September. ·of 
2020-21 compared to 64.40 
lakh tonne in the correspond
ing period of the ' oil year 
2019-20. Mehta attributed 
this to the lower duty advan
tage compared to soft oils.The 
overall share of palm oil in the 
total edible oil imports 
increased to 63% during the 
November-September 2020-
21 as against 54% in the cor
responding period of previ~ 

ous oil year. 


